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Getting Your Group to Gel

by Rick Howerton

We knew they weren't happy with group
and they finally revealed why. They had

been part of a small group in another church.
That group had become the closest of friends.
Their statement to our group that night
was..."We're not experiencing friendship like we
thought we would when we joined the group.
We don't know why but we just don't think this
group is ever going to be like the group we
came from.”

They then went on to talk about the depth of
relationship they had with one another in their
prior group and announced that that’s what they
needed at this time in their lives.

This is not an unusual scenario. There are some
specific things you can do to help your group
gel:

Change the Paradigm. Group members join a
group with a pre-determined vision concerning
the level of connection that will be experienced.
In most instances, the paradigm comes from
past experience. If the group member was once
in an authoritarian discipleship group that
focused on weekly meetings and were held
accountable for Scripture memory, daily Bible
reading, and in-depth Bible study but little
relational connection, that’s what the group
member is expecting.

If the group member attended a stale Sunday
morning class, the individual will be expecting
that listening to a talking head and answering a
few questions (remaining silent if choosing to do
s0) is the norm. It will be important that you
change the paradigm for those who are in your
group who have been involved in Bible studies
that were not relational. A few suggestions:
The new paradigm verbally. Use phrases like,
“We're about more than Bible study, we're doing
life together.” “I'm really enjoying our becoming
friends.” “I'm grateful that God is allowing us to
experience life together.” "I consider you guys
my family.” Etc...

The small group meeting, talk about experiences
and conversations that took place with group
members between meetings. An agreed upon
written covenant that includes being involved in
one another’s life issues and experiences and
that you are available to one another 24/7.

Be Recreational: Groups gel when they play
together. Find out what games (indoor or
outdoor) your group members are willing to play
and get together just to play. Remember this...
There will always be a few group members who
are hesitant. Go forward anyway. Once the
laughter and fun is in full swing, they’ll overcome
their hesitancy.

Be Familial: Invite group members to your
home at times other than meeting times. Invite
them to watch a movie, play cards, play a board
game, watch a special sporting event on TV,
cookout and play corn hole, etc...

Celebrate Together: Celebration bonds hearts.
If someone gets a promotion at work, completes
a degree, gets their first hit (if kids are in your
groups), has a birthday or anniversary, etc... get
together for some kind of celebration. Throw a
party any time you can!

Use Technology to Connect Between
Meetings: Between meetings, e-mail group
members jokes, hilarious videos, etc... and ask
them to send theirs to the rest of the group when
they see or receive one. This will give group
members something to talk about when they get
together. A caution... Some worksites do not
allow employees to view these while at work.

Be on Mission Together: When groups are
involved in a common missional cause becoming
close is almost always the outcome. Work at a
homeless shelter on a Saturday together, do a
garage sale for a single mom, clean the home of
a shut-in and serve he/she lunch, etc... Better
still... go on a mission trip together. I promise,
you'll come back much closer than when you left.

Retreat Together: Everybody needs a break
from the hassles of everyday life. Set a weekend
aside for your small group to go camping or rent
a chalet in the mountains. Let groups of people
go their separate ways (some will like to hike,
some shop, some play golf, etc...) but get
together for as many meals as possible and
always have supper together. Don't overdo Bible
study, devotions, etc... just allow group members
to enjoy one another’s company.

From www.smallgroupexchange.com
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Life Group Happenings

All in the Family

by florence miller

Some fishermen's only opportunity to brag is about "the big
one that got away!". Not so, with Terry Brundage who on a
recent Ketchican, Alaskan fishing trip with Doug caught a 70
pound halibut! Lots of wonderful eating and omega-3. Con-
gratulations! Their son, Justin is a deckhand on a boat at a
fishing lodge there, giving them a reason for the trip. How
are your arm muscles?

Sheri Weiderspohn and her husband, family and friends
have gone to Canada's Loon Lake for fishing for ten days.
And in the rest of her month's vacation from being our most
friendly and helpful Church receptionist, she will be painting
her kitchen, two houses,( a rental and her Mom's), besides
doing yard work and finishing a patio. When she returns to
the front desk we may see her dozing off.

Darcy Stanyo will be the substitute receptionist while Sheri
is off. She too fits the bill for being friendly and helpful.

Eleanor Peterson had family visiting her, son Jon and children

K atelynn & Joel from Cedar Rapids, Also last week and this week
daughters Ruth Uerman from Paris, TN. And Ruby Ries from
Mitchell, 5D. Lots of work and talking got done.

Breaking News: Betsy Johnson, daughter of Ross and Jane
Johnson is being married to Sam Brown in July.

The Erickson and Burgess family said a final farewell to Jim
Erickson at a memorial service this past Saturday. The church
was filled with his many friends and family, including Matthew
Burgess who traveled from Nashville and is the nephew of Jim
and son of Jack and Mary Elaine Burgess. Jim has been a
member of this church since a baby. In these final years he has
been suffering from congenital heart failure and diabetes. Now all
of that is removed and he is in his heavenly home and at peace.

Hello Friends: This has been quite a week for our family. On
Tuesday morning my mom suffered a very serious stroke
which nearly took her life and affected her speech and the
entire right side of her body. Surgery was done by catheter to
try to remove the blood clot from her brain, but that was
unsuccessful. However, it was found during the procedure that
there was some blood flow making it past the clot. It was a bad
news/good news situation in which the doctor was able to offer
some hope of recovery. We are all pulling together with friends
and family members praying and supporting each other during
this difficult time. My brother, Steve, set up a blog so that dad
can post updates on mom's progress and friends can post
prayers and encouraging comments. If you wish to follow her
progress here's the link http://bettieschallenge.blogspot.com/.
You'll want to read from the bottom up. Please continue to
pray for mom's full recovery. she appears to be making good
progress already. Thank you for all the support. Kim

Cherries are
coming—call Ron
Newman at 425-
397-0676, He will
be going after them
on July 9th. Bings
will be $3.50 and
Raniers will be
$5.00 per pound



http://bettieschallenge.blogspot.com/

LT group contributing opporiLnities

A Study of PSALM 119: “Discovering and

Using God’s Treasures” Summer Bible

study begins this Wednesday, July 1st at
12:00 pm in the Pacific Room.

Dr. Fred Prinzing will be teaching a 12 week
Bible Study on Psalm 119 on Wednesdays
from noon until 1 pm. This Bible study is
open to people from both the church and
community. There is no charge for

enrollment. Invite a friend.

Happy Birthday

July 2nd
July 3rd
July 5th
July 6th
July 7th

Lori Majors

Darcy Stanyo
Lois Tysseling
Barbara Hansen

Shain Beecher-Vanhorn

Also, if you have an old FunInTheSun T-shirt and would like to donate it,
we could use it, bring it in to the church office anytime!

iAduIt attendance: 202 Children: 9 am: 24/9 10:30 am: 32/12
Middle School No Class
High School 8/3

‘Youth Small Group:

USHER CAPTAIN 2009:

July—Pete Sontra
Luckey Elkins

COFFEE HOUR 2009
July 5
Tom Warren
SAM

July 12
David Brock
Men’s Life Group
July 19
Mel Tessness
Church Elders
July 26
Jeanne lversen
Outreach

July 4™ Fun in the Sun: We need 10 more people to
walk the parade route and pass out cards to advertise our

festival. Again this year FBC will offer a street fair following the Everett
July 4™ downtown parade at 12:30 until 3:00 pm. This year’s July 4™ falls on a
Saturday and so we want you to be sure you put it on your calendar. A couple
of thousand people show up each year from our community and we get the
opportunity to show them the love of Christ. Would your Life Groups be
willing adopt one of the stations or venues? These include:

Espresso |
Face painting

Float in the parade

Children’s inflatable #1, #2, #3
Miniature golf

Set-up crew

Clean-up crew

Welcome & Registration Desk
Cotton Candy machine
Popcorn Machine

Street Hockey

Clown Ministry

Our student ministry has already adopted hotdog sales and root beer floats,
and our worship ministry has adopted the stage and band. For more
information and to volunteer contact bharpell@fbc-everett.net .
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