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My Cell Phone

as an offering

by Brett Hetherington

"... and so God gives to Moses... Tim, please put that phone away. You can text with
your friend after we're done here. Thanks... Anyway, God gives Moses these two stone...
Mark, I asked you to turn your phone to silent while we have our lesson time. Please, man.
Thank you. Al-righty. So God gives... David! Sending pictures of my fly being open to me is
not an effective method of communicating within this group! Give me the phone. Now. You
can have it back when you leave, not before. Where were we? Oh, right, Moses...”

Does this sound like your small group meeting time? Do you find yourself dealing with
constant text messaging, pictures, and ring tones at inconvenient times during discussion? If
you do, then you are not alone—far from it, indeed. As leaders of small groups, many of us
have to deal with these technological wonders on a weekly basis. It seems that there are very
few people left in the United States that don't have their own lifeline (or leash) to the rest of
the world. And many of those people will jump to answer the ringing or buzzing phone no
matter what else is going on.

So what do we do about it? Cell phones are a part of life, and we have to put up with
these constant distractions. Especially if we are leading a small group of teens who need their
phones on in case their parents (or friends) need to get hold of them.

After wrestling with this debate for a while, I came up with what has turned out to be
a great method of leaving the distractions at the door when meeting in a small group. Give
the cell phones up. Grab a basket — or better yet an offering plate — and have your small
group members turn their phone off and place it in the container that you have decided upon
using. Tell them that the time that you spend together as a small group should be time that is
devoted to God. By devoting this time to God, we are removing all other distractions from our
space so that we can focus solely on Him.

You wouldn't lead your small group with the TV on, showing a Lost repeat, unless you
were using it as a teaching illustration. So decide now to cut out the other major technological
distractions that we as modern Americans have. Now, you will need to be prepared for the
questions: But what if my mom needs to get a hold of me? What if there is an emergency?
What if?

Before you meet together, make sure that if someone needs a direct line to a
member of your group (parents if you have a group of teens, spouses if you have a group of
adults) know that you are turning the cell phones off for an hour or so, and in a genuine
emergency, they can call your phone (preferably a landline, but your cell if you don't have
one). You can also make sure that those who might need to contact your group members
know where you live, so they can drop by if a need presents itself.

I currently use a basket to collect our group’s cell phones, ipods, mp3 players, video
game systems and any other electronic devices before a meeting starts. Initially there was
much grumbling and many “what if” questions were asked. But after explaining why we do
this for a few weeks, the questions and the grumbling subsided. Now teens will remind me if I
forget to pass the basket around, and we have only had one instance in which a group
member did not turn their phone off. They turned it to vibrate and were actually a little
embarrassed that their mother was calling them.

So, turn the cell phone off! A small group should be an intimate time in which
participants can listen to God’s words and focus on the life of their small body of believers.
Help your group be free of distractions, and make it easier for them to hear God’s voice
through their fellow group members.

Give up your phone as an offering to God. Just for an hour or so.

From smallgroupexhange.com
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e Please pray for Linda, her medication is not working like it
should, she is having trouble walking, sitting and standing.
Also, please pray for Carlos, a janitor at BIO-rad. He was
badly burned and is at Harborview. ~ John Royer

Erik Linder and Ricki Taylor (his dance partner) were on
“America’s Got Talent” (Aug. 25th) pray for protection for
them and that we will have traveling protection. ~ Lars &
Holly

Walter Walden, Christen Weller’s father, is home now,
please pray for healing and quick recovery.

e We need continued prayer for clarity on our house. We
must move by the end of August, but haven’t received
clarity whether or not to buy or rent, the house we thought
we found didn’t work out. ~ Wendy Roullier

Please pray for Keaton, a heart condition was just found
and we are waiting for more tests. We need God’s peace
and wisdom for the doctors and speed in getting in to do all
the tests. ~ Rose Toscano

ray
e Jonathan Michaels Estrella—
son of Sharon Boswell.
e Jason Bjazevich—Megan
Owenby’s husband—Army Spe-
cial Forces— Stationed at Fort

Lewis.
e Joel Ellis—son of John & Midge

Guard.

tary.

Four

e David Coyle—son of Karen
Mark—residing in Seattle,
member of the National

Adam Flynn—a young Marine
safely home and out of mili-

e Please pray for me, I am having problems with my back.
~ Carolyn Kelly

¢ Dave Kerr & family needs prayer, Dave is a co-worker and
employee and has been moved to Swedish hospital after
having complications from torn artery that was causing back
problems it has now caused a loss to his vision. He has a team
of 8 doctors and one of them Dr. John told Dave, “God told
me you would see again so we will do everything we can to
help you.” Pray for healing and God’s peace. ~Marc Owenby

e Prayer request for Karen Erickson’s father Lloyd Johnson.
He is undergoing very strong chemotherapy treatment. Pray
for good results so treatment will be less intense and for
healing.

e Please pray for Ruth LeMaster, she needs a used small
economy very low cost car; would prefer a Honda or Subaru
as she does a lot of driving for her work.

e Thank you for the prayers for the finances to go to California
to settle up my Aunt Donna’s estate, please continue to pray
for us during our trip this week. ~ Darcy & Nina Stanyo

tltaty

Kamiak HS heading to Iraq in the
Army Reserves—thru Sept. 09.

e Duane Neyens—brother to Kathy
Chapman—ANat. Grd. Afghanistan.

o Philip Ankney-LCPL Afghanistan
Cousin of MaryAnn Peterson.

o Jeffrey Lillard—son of Barbara
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—Serving in Iraq.

Scott Harpell—son of Brian &
Lynne—Stationed at Fort Bragg.
Aaron Weston—nephew of Ken
and Kathy—Stationed in San
Diego.

Eric Schmidt — son of Gene and
Pat Schmidt — Camp Fallujah,
Iraq.

Benjamin Lagonia—dear friend
of the Naylor family—stationed
in Manitoba.

Elijah Austin —Ashley Naylor’s
husband—a Marine—Stationed
at 29 Palms in California.

Brett Love—grandson of
Wilma—Army National
Guard-Serving at home.

e Robin Swartz - Serving in the
military - currently home in
Everett.

Christian Chmielewski—
nephew of JoAnn Couturie’ -
in the Marines.

ENS Andrew E. Timpner

(fiancé to Christin Suthard) on

deployment with USS Momsen.

o Devin Abbitt—nephew of Paul
Abbitt - Marine, stateside.

e Doug Baer—a teacher at

Lillard — Srg. In Army, Stationed
in Afghanistan.

o Aaron Chmielewski—joined the
Marines. Nephew of JoAnn
Couturie.
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All in the Family by florence miller

Ron Newman recently had a great five day trip to Alaska which included flying to Anchorage, taking a float
plane to the glaciers and a bus trip to Denali Park.

Fred and Anita Prinzing celebrated their 54th anniversary last week with a trip to the Oregon Coast. In Fred's
absence Brian Harpell led the Wednesday noon Bible Study. At the time, Brian was batching it since Lynne and
Amanda were on the East Coast visiting Lynne's mother. Now, Lynne and Amanda are home and so are the
Prinzings. We praise God for their safe travels and add belated congratulations on the Prinzing's anniversary.

Prayer is needed for Mabel Elder as she goes through procedures at a Seattle hospital to determine if an
innovative surgery to give her a new aorta valve is viable for her. A dye is being inserted into her veins to determine if
they are capable of being used as a surgical route to her heart. However, the dye is damaging to the kidneys so she will
be carefully monitered for that. She is hoping that xrays will indicate that this new less invasive surgery can be used on
her. Otherwise she must go through open heart surgery.

Shirlene Walker is in need of prayer as she travels to Salem, Oregon to be with her granddaughters.

Word from the pastor's desk tells of the passing of Darlene Udman this past Sunday after a long battle with
cancer. The memorial service will be Tuesday, September 1* at 3:00 pm in the Pacific Room at FBC. Our prayers a
sympathy go out to her family.

The latest news regarding Alan Carter (Pickard's son-in-law) is that he had a new feeding tube replaced without
surgery. The old one was completely clogged due to Everett Rehab not being diligent enough about flushing it out. The
family is asking for prayers to guide the care workers at Everett Rehab with Alan's care. Also, prayers for Marilee as she
starts the school year as a teacher at Snoqualmie Ridge.

CORRRECTION! For SAM Board members: the upcoming board meeting is on Monday, August
31st. mea culpa! (F.M.).

SMALL GROUPS: It's the time for strengthening relationships by having fun. Recently the small study group
led by Karl and Loraine Durham enjoyed an evening at the Mukilteo Lighthouse park with a potluck which included
s’mores! Those attending were the Durhams, Lyle and Lois Pickard, Doug and Susan Weir, Ralph and Shirley
Schapler, Jack and Judy Frazier and Jack and Mary Elaine Burgess.

At another small group picnic, Bill Erickson's Sunday morning Bible Study group met in their spacious back
yard this past Sunday afternoon. Attending were hosts Karen and Bill Erickson, Wilma Love, Dick and P.J. Connor,
Jeanne Gillman, Florence Miller, Eve Haney, David and Mary Miller and new visitors, Debra and James Estep.

Get to know us! Newcomer's Desserts are designed with you in mind!

k "Let's get acquainted" is the emphasis at the dessert. You’'ll meet some of the staff and leaders from
j the church and other newcomers like yourself. We provide some information about the church, but

7 the accent is on friendship. Our first fall Newcomer’s Dessert is scheduled for Sunday, September
20" at 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm.

If you have questions or would like to sign up for a Newcomer Dessert, call the office @ 425.259.9166 or email the
office at joanne@fbc-everett.org for more information.

CONNECTING CLASS : Want to explore membership—ask questions, meet pastoral staff and join others in this
opportunity to explore what it means to be part of a Biblically-functioning community of faith? Next offering is Sun-
day Sept 27th at 9 am in Rm B56 in the Community Center. Sign up using your yellow communication card or stop
by the church office.
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Up d@t@ :Adult attendance: 225 Children: 9 am: 19+10 10:30 am: 40+13 I
- Youth Small Group: :

I Middle School 9+4 I

August23rd - donscon 20 .

Happy Bicthds

August 26th Ernest Hastings
August 28th Jan Barker
August 29th Beverly Smith
Shirlene Walker
August 30th Matt Naylor
August 31st JJ Burgess
Jack Frazier

. BELIEVING GOD- Beth Moore Bible
f‘f& Study: Join us for another 1@veek study be-
. ginning Wednesday Sept. 16tlrom 6:30-8:30
pm in Room 152 of the Community Cen-
ter. Childcare will be provided. Please sign up
using the yellow communication card or stop
by the office. Books will be $15 and the dead-
line for registering is Sept. 9th. Contact Lynne
Harpell for more information.

exXper
12

USHER CAPTAIN 2009:

Augustd Ron & Kay Olson
Craig Reisen

R

daveramsey.n%

Ladies' Bible Study

The Ladies' Bible Study in

September-Darrell Olson
Marc Owenby

Lake Stevens will be starting Starti : = COFFEE HOUR 2009

R arting again August 30!
again on Monday, September Introduction 12:30 pm
14th @ 7:00 pm. Our study August 30th
this fall will be Kay Arthur's FOR MORE INFD GALL Dave Karber
"Finding Hope When Life Open Door
Seems Dark". This inductive Septenéber Bg' .
study will focus on the minor Place f ﬁui & ' ene bobson

; Klahaya
hets: H Micah, Na- ts Y

prophets: Hosea, Micah, Na you[ oulﬂls now or veggles September 13th

hum, Habakkuk and Zepha-
niah. A chance to discover the
light of God's truth shining in
even the darkest circum-
stances. For more info contact
Ruelyn Nelson .

The new list for fruits and veggies is now
in the office, 425-259-9166—you can
call for pricing—you still need to order
with Ron or Barb.

For prices and orders please Contact

Ron Newman or

Barb Lillard

Betty Reeves
ESL
September 20th
Janet Duvardo
CR Life Group
September 27th
Marty Visser
Sunday AM




