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By Ruth Ann Clark

Staring at the bulletin lying in my lap, I felt
like crying. How could it be true? It wasn’t
fair, but then life very often isn’t. Sometimes
it brings blessing, sometimes calamity, often
they are equally difficult to understand; why
the blessing, why the calamity .

My eyes are glued on a little blurb in the Car-
ing And Sharing section. “Prayer Needed.
Connie Armstrong has just been diagnosed
with breast cancer. Please pray for her and
her family.”

My mind flashed back to five years earlier
when Connie excitedly shared the news that
she was expecting their second child. I joined
in her excitement. Connie’s husband, Matt,
had been diagnosed with cancer shortly after
they got married. Just in case the chemo and
radiation treatments would leave Matt ster-
ile, they decided to have his sperm frozen.
The cancer treatments had been successful in
stopping the cancer, but, indeed, had made it
impossible for Matt to father children. How-
ever, due to God’s goodness and the marvels
of modern science, a couple of years later
little Timmy was born. Now again, just two
years later, they anticipated the birth of a
second child.

A couple months after Connie shared her
news with me, I greeted her in the church
foyer and she gave me the news that she was
having twins. A few weeks later she found me
and a little hesitantly said, “Well, now we
have three.” We exclaimed together over her
news, but imagine the excitement when some
time later she told me, “Now there are four! [
can’t believe it yet. I'm in shock.” Of course
she was. Quadruplets! God had blessed them,
and then some!

She said she hoped there might be some pink
in her ultrasound, but no, all blue! Four boys
coming and one home already. The church
got together to help and prepared a schedule
to bring meals and provide care for the ba-
bies so that Connie could get some rest. We
also rallied together and bought them a van
which would hold their five little guys. Every-
one at church helped as much as they could

over the years. That’s how it’s supposed to
work in the fellowship of believers; everyone
helps everyone.

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do
good to all people, ESPECIALLY TO THOSE
WHO BELONG TO THE FAMILY OF BELIEV-
ERS.”

[ shook my head, clearing away the memo-
ries. I read on in the bulletin. After the re-
quest for prayer for the family, there was a
request for volunteers to sign up to help take
care of the boys, who are now six and eight,
and to bring meals in while Connie goes
through surgery and cancer treatments. I
went to the booth to sign up after service and
the sheet was already more than halfway full.

We’ve been helping for a while now. Connie
isn’t well yet. Last Sunday she spoke at
church. Her hair is gone but she didn’'t wear a
wig. She said she didn’t care because we are
all family and she knows how much we love
her. She thanked us all for taking care of
them through their times of blessing with the
boys and now, in their time of calamity with
cancer.

We don’t know what God’s plan for Connie
and Matt is, but we know what His plan for
us is. We are to continue taking care of them
as long as they need us, because that’s what
family does.

Fellowship is not just potlucks, socials, and
having fun together. It’s not just prayer meet-
ings and Bible studies. It’s all of that, but
more too. Sometimes it’s literally bearing
each others burdens and taking care of each
other when calamity falls. Sometimes it’s giv-
ing up our own time and things and even
money when someone else in our fellowship
has a need.

“They devoted themselves to the apostles'
teaching and to the fellowship, to the break-
ing of bread and to prayer. All the believers
were together and had everything in com-
mon. Selling their possessions and goods,
they gave to anyone as he had need.

Galatians 6:10 & Acts 2:42,44,4 NIV
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Lifegroup prayer and praise
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CONNECTING CLASS: Join us for our four week introduction to membership class scheduled for Sunday morn-
ings March 13-April 3 at 9:00-10:00 am in room B-56 of the Community Center. Come explore what it means to be
part of a Biblical community, meet FBC staff and take the opportunity to ask any questions you may

have. Register for the class by checking the CONNECTING CLASS box on your yellow communication card of con-
tact bharpell@fbc-everett.org

Financi gl Fepdatasy 20t h, $7, 8

* AEIAOGECEAT FOHMDEA RAGITEAIOE ' AT ASDAAA »AORDEAO Pi +AOEU

21 AE1T 3BGAAAOBAA EI0ADRBAREHIAEAED &A1 1 OEAMENADY ADI U . AOET § AT ' OAOA {

AbGOs ) OANS 2EO AAAE AO EEO|EI T A AAOA
1 *AO0TT-0B0ARQUT . AOEI "Rl EAI El~» A BCO 1AGE ATSA 8i#4 8

" ORCEAAAET ¢ O ) OANOHEA O. AUB@ABAI EIAG OEIE]I EP-, #DET AECEAT EOOAI

AOT OEAO T £ AT T EEAGAT EOT AAS8 #1 OOET 1T £ -AOU!ITfi 0AOAOOI/N 8
T i1 TAGEAT - EARENAT § »@®ADKE CGAAMOTT 1 A TEERDAU» OET 1 IAGA" ADAAOA ‘

i £ 3EAOTT "TO0xAi18i1 AIO0IU .AOGETTAI ' OKODAAOES )1 1 00 UYn OA O
1T <AOGI1 ?EAAJ@\K]EA/EXZ 3AOOEiQ AO EI i A8 &1 00 , AxEOS8

AT AUBO BECDAATIDAAMEAAEOEOOEAT HEADEARXExOEE T #EEAIEAAGLE]E

&1 OABOAOEI T AA ET . 8‘@5AQUHH| By OORYOEABZAOET AO8 . ADEAX
1 3A1 00 »(NdAPAIA " OEA] OB A0S T 3EAxT " ARAPATIAVET

, UTZ13R0A0ET T AA AO ki 03 # ADADRR jwWBAI4AAI HIIAGEO

#/ 8 Oi #EOEOOEI T 1 AOAx3 %@E@/&%%g'
1 1A0IT PRAAOERx & +AADPITUIAT O xEOE 53%%EA I53QAT 8 ApAEAI

AT A +BROBAODET T AA EY BARIOCET 11 ABERK | £ 0AOI

$EACI 8 | AAEGKOOET AR OOAOAOEAASB



mailto:bharpell@fbc-everettt.org

Llfegroup Happenings
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Lifegroup Gontributing Opportunities
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Orphan Ministry Presentation on
February 27 from 12:30-2
in the community center.
Piz=za and childcare will be
provided for all who attend - including kids.
RSVP — Christi Hardy - 425.344.913

Project Day for Abe & Sarah’s Kids
Sat. Feb. 26th, 9-4:00
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