
By Ruth Ann Clark 

Staring at the bulletin lying in my lap, I felt 
like crying. How could it be true? It wasn’t 
fair, but then life very often isn’t. Sometimes 
it brings blessing, sometimes calamity, often 
they are equally difficult to understand; why 
the blessing, why the calamity .  
 
My eyes are glued on a little blurb in the Car-
ing And Sharing section. “Prayer Needed. 
Connie Armstrong has just been diagnosed 
with breast cancer. Please pray for her and 
her family.”  
 
My mind flashed back to five years earlier 
when Connie excitedly shared the news that 
she was expecting their second child. I joined 
in her excitement. Connie’s husband, Matt, 
had been diagnosed with cancer shortly after 
they got married. Just in case the chemo and 
radiation treatments would leave Matt ster-
ile, they decided to have his sperm frozen. 
The cancer treatments had been successful in 
stopping the cancer, but, indeed, had made it 
impossible for Matt to father children. How-
ever, due to God’s goodness and the marvels 
of modern science, a couple of years later 
little Timmy was born. Now again, just two 
years later, they anticipated the birth of a 
second child. 
 
A couple months after Connie shared her 
news with me, I greeted her in the church 
foyer and she gave me the news that she was 
having twins. A few weeks later she found me 
and a little hesitantly said, “Well, now we 
have three.” We exclaimed together over her 
news, but imagine the excitement when some 
time later she told me, “Now there are four! I 
can’t believe it yet. I’m in shock.” Of course 
she was. Quadruplets! God had blessed them, 
and then some! 
 
She said she hoped there might be some pink 
in her ultrasound, but no, all blue! Four boys 
coming and one home already. The church 
got together to help and prepared a schedule 
to bring meals and provide care for the ba-
bies so that Connie could get some rest. We 
also rallied together and bought them a van 
which would hold their five little guys. Every-
one at church helped as much as they could 

over the years. That’s how it’s supposed to 
work in the fellowship of believers; everyone 
helps everyone.  
 
”Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do 
good to all people, ESPECIALLY TO THOSE 
WHO BELONG TO THE FAMILY OF BELIEV-
ERS.” 

I shook my head, clearing away the memo-
ries. I read on in the bulletin. After the re-
quest for prayer for the family, there was a 
request for volunteers to sign up to help take 
care of the boys, who are now six and eight, 
and to bring meals in while Connie goes 
through surgery and cancer treatments. I 
went to the booth to sign up after service and 
the sheet was already more than halfway full.  
 
We’ve been helping for a while now. Connie 
isn’t well yet. Last Sunday she spoke at 
church. Her hair is gone but she didn’t wear a 
wig. She said she didn’t care because we are 
all family and she knows how much we love 
her. She thanked us all for taking care of 
them through their times of blessing with the 
boys and now, in their time of calamity with 
cancer.  
 
We don’t know what God’s plan for Connie 
and Matt is, but we know what His plan for 
us is. We are to continue taking care of them 
as long as they need us, because that’s what 
family does.  
 
Fellowship is not just potlucks, socials, and 
having fun together. It’s not just prayer meet-
ings and Bible studies. It’s all of that, but 
more too. Sometimes it’s literally bearing 
each others burdens and taking care of each 
other when calamity falls. Sometimes it’s giv-
ing up our own time and things and even 
money when someone else in our fellowship 
has a need.  
 
“They devoted themselves to the apostles' 
teaching and to the fellowship, to the break-
ing of bread and to prayer. All the believers 
were together and had everything in com-
mon. Selling their possessions and goods, 
they gave to anyone as he had need. 

Galatians 6:10 & Acts 2:42,44,4 NIV 



Please continue to pray for Jean Gilman as she deals 

with pneumonia.  

I have returned to work! Praise God!, part time through 

the Everett School Dist. subbing. I have been told 

that I have not made any new progress in nerve 

regeneration in my back, I am now permanently 

disabled, please pray for healing. ~ Rose Toscano 

Praise God!  for opening new doors and relationships 

with my family and my life. Please pray that the 

Lord continues to lead my steps. ~ Chris Green 

Robert Johnson asks that we pray for his interview, 

which is scheduled for March 3rd with the Seattle 

Mariners as a ticket taker. 

Remember Gene Dobson in prayer, he has his surgery 

scheduled in the near future. 

Please pray for the Foley family, former FBC members, 

who moved to RI, Axel was diagnosed with 

advanced lung adenocarcinoma, he starts chemo in 

the next couple weeks.  

The McCormick family needs prayer: Christy for a 

job, she got laid off in Feb., David needs some 

painting jobs lined up for this summer while he is 

on break from college and please pray for their 

finances. 

I ask for continued prayer for my mom, Patricia,  that the 

infection will heal and she will regain full use of her 

hip. ~ Darcy Stanyo 

Lisa Wiebe, Gloria Loveôs sister is in Liberia ministering 

to women and children. Please pray for her safety 

during this time. 

Please pray for; Washington to approve my application for 

VA housing;. ~ Alfred Lewis  

As our students are off to college and working hard to 

better their future—please remember them in your 

prayers: Matt Love and Alec Bird 

Mike and Yolanda Decker  are looking for an inexpensive 

replacement car that would give them reliable 

transportation, if you could help talk to Mike. 

Sharon Young asks that we pray for her aunt Pat, who 

has lung cancer. She has been moved to rehab and is 

sleeping all the time. 

Pray for those who have lost jobs or are seeking 

employment.  

Please remember to pray for our son-in-law Al Carter who 

had a stroke on 3/29/09 and is totally paralyzed. ~ 

Lysle & Lois Pickard  
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Financial Update; February 20th, $7,891.50  

CONNECTING CLASS:  Join us for our four week introduction to membership class scheduled for Sunday morn-

ings March 13-April 3 at 9:00 -10:00 am in room B-56 of the Community Center.  Come explore what it means to be 
part of a Biblical community, meet FBC staff and take the opportunity to ask any questions you may 

have.  Register for the class by checking the CONNECTING CLASS box on your yellow communication card of con-
tact bharpell@fbc-everett.org  

mailto:bharpell@fbc-everettt.org


On Feb. 23rd Floris Krag will be 100 years old!  

Lyly Gallagher, Holly Linder and Scott Holo have birthdays 

on the 24th; Frasier Green IV on the 25th and  

Michael Hall on the 27th. 

 Our prayers and sympathy go out to Ron Newman and family at the passing of his father Frank  on 

Friday, Feb. 18th. There will be a service for him on Sat., Feb. 26th at 11:00 am at Evergreen.  Following the 

service will be a gathering at the Fire Hall in Lake Stevens for anyone that would like to attend. 

 The Reeves and the Hall families want to extend their thanks and appreciation for prayer support and 

encouragement—for phone calls and notes and so much delicious food! Michaelôs cancer surgery was successful 

and he has been able to go back to work. Ray has been able to see improvement in his health, and Bettyôs foot is 

healing. Thanks be to God!  

 Congratulations to Floris Krag, a former member who was active in Circle 9 in Marysville. She celebrates 

her 100th birthday today, Feb. 23rd. Ruth Ingram has been calling on her regularly for some time, and will be 

providing a birthday cake when she celebrates with Floris today.  

 We've been missing our Treasurer, Jeanne Gillman at the SAM desk.  She has been in the hospital with 

pneumonia and although out of Stevens hospital now, is back in Colby ( Rm . #355) and intubated and sedated. Not 

taking visitors yet, but could use a lot of prayers.  They have her on 4 different antibiotics and she is scheduled to 

stay for 2-3 more days. After she gets out, she is scheduled to go to rehab for 2 to 4 months after she gets out of the 

hospital.  In the meantime Shirley Schapler has stepped into her former job and taking SAM reservations. 

  Tom and Judy Warren are both still under the weather.  They are still staying part of the time in their 

travel trailer in Arlington as they help Judy's Mother adjust to a life without her husband's presence. 

  Pete and Karen Kaess left last week to spend the winter in the Palm Desert, CA area. Their presence will 

be sorely missed as they were willing and able volunteers in many aspects of our church  and SAM's outreach 

programs as well as having such a cheerful and smiling attitude. 

Up Coming Adventures. . .    

February 28th - SAM Board meeting.  1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

March 4th - SAM Luncheon  11:30 a.m.- 2:30 p.m. Program:  Kamiak Chorale 

    Reservations must be in by Tuesday, March 8th. 

March 5th - Benaroya Hall with the Seattle Symphony and Marvin Hamlisch as they give a Tribute to Cole 

Porter.  Transportation in our vans. 

***Adult attendance:  9:00am    38   &  10:30am   197   ***Children: 9am  16 + 6  ñ  10:30am  26 + 10   

***Elementary: 9am  24 + 7  ñ  10:30 am 34 + 11 ***Middle School:  18 + 3    ñ   Youth Small Group: 20 + 5  



USHER CAPTAIN 2010: 
FebruaryðDarrell Olson 
       Craig Reisen  
MarchðMarc Owenby 
              Pete Sontra 
 
February 27th 
 Dan Clark 
  Harbor Point Lifegroup 
March 6th 
 Kit and John Mullen 
  Sm. Pt./Arlington LG 
March 13th 
 Laura Oversvee 
  Women of Purpose 
March 20th 
 Ruelyn Nelson 
  Women of Purpose 

  
 
  

Smokey Point/Arlington Lifegroup 

Exit #172nd  Meets Friday’s 7:30-9:00 pm John and Kit Mullen,  

360-652-9617, for more info.  Come on up and see what we are all about! 


